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Abstract:

Neoliberalism has managed to penetrate education policies, liberating
education from government control and reconstructing it through marketing,
privatization, and decentralization, working hand in hand with discourses of human
capital, globalization, knowledge economy, and the commodification of education.
Thus, the current study aims to critically analyse the directives and repercussions
of neoliberalism on the commodification of education and its role in producing
social inequality in Egyptian society. The study relied on both critical and
descriptive approaches, as they are suitable for the nature of the current study. The
study reached a number of findings, including: the general context of higher
education in Egypt is saturated with several manifestations of neoliberalism,
including: privatization, a decline in public spending on education, and charging
universities with developing their own resources; promoting the abolition of free
education and expanding private and fee-paying education, which aligns with
recommendations from the World Bank as neoliberal policies. The
commodification extends beyond institutions and resources to include students and
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faculty, leading to the erosion of the middle class and an increasing gap between
social classes year after year.
The study concluded with a future vision regarding the future of higher
education in Egypt under neoliberal policies.
Keywords:
Neoliberalism - Commodification of Education - Higher Education - Social
Inequality
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