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Inferring the Hadith of al-Wali to Support the Doctrines of

Incarnation and Union — A Presentation and Critique
Dr. Aliah bint Hasan bin Omar Al-Amoudi
Assistant Professor of Islamic Creed, Najran University / College of Sharia
and Fundamentals of Religion
Email: ahalamoudi@nu.edu.sa

Abstract

This study aims to defend the Sunnah of the Prophet # from the distortions
of extremists and the misinterpretations of the ignorant, to refute the
misconceptions of those who use the Hadith of al-Walt as evidence for the
doctrines of incarnation (hulal) and union (ittihad), and to consolidate the
scattered discussions on the topic into one comprehensive study.

The research adopts a descriptive analytical methodology.

Main Findings:

The Hadith of al-Wali is a sacred (qudsi) narration reported in Sahih al-
Bukhari and other sources. Its text begins: “Indeed, Allah said: Whoever
shows enmity to a friend of Mine, | have declared war against him”. ..

The doctrines of incarnation and union imply that Allah has entered all parts
of the universe, or that the created being is identical to the Creator. Some
Sufis admitted their fascination with this hadith and their confusion in
interpreting it, using it as evidence for incarnation and union, or for the
concept of mystical annihilation (fana’.(

Their understanding reflects a mistaken view that confuses the metaphoric or
descriptive union suggested by the hadith with an ontological or essential
union, which the hadith does not support in any way.

Recommendation:

The author recommends that researchers continue responding to the rest of
the Sufi arguments that misuse other texts to justify the doctrines of
incarnation and union.

Keywords: Hadith of al-Wali, “Whoever shows enmity,” incarnation, union.
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