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Abstract

The current study aims to employ cooperative playing to develop some

social skills, and reduce social withdrawal behavior. The study sample consisted of
10hearing-impaired children who were divided randomly into two groups, an
experimental group and a control group,ranging in age (6-11)years,with average
age(5,10),The tools of the study consisted of a program based on cooperative
playing, a social skills scale, and a social withdrawal scale (prepared by the
researcher). The study adopted the quasi-experimental approach with a pre-, post-
and follow-up design for one group. The study also adopted the case study
approach in describing the cases and explaining the variation in their responses.
The results of the study indicate that there are statistically significant differences
between the mean scores of the children of the experimental group and those of the
control group on the post-administration of the social skills scale in favor of the
experimental group. Moreover, there are statistically significant differences
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between the mean ranks of the experimental group scores on the pre and post
administrations of the social skills scale in favor of the post- administration. In
addition, there are no statistically significant differences between the mean ranks of
the scores of the experimental group on the post- and follow-up administrations of
the social skills scale (its dimensions and total score) in favor of the follow-up
administration. This indicates the ongoing effectiveness of the program that is
based on cooperative playing in developing the social skills of kindergarten
children of the experimental group. Furthermore, there are statistically significant
differences between the mean ranks of the children of the experimental and those
of the children of the control group in the total score of the post- administration of
the social withdrawal scale in favor of the children of the experimental group.
There are also differences between the mean ranks of the experimental group
scores on the social withdrawal scale in favor of the post- administration. Finally,
there are no statistically significant differences between the mean ranks of the
experimental group scores on the social withdrawal (its dimensions and total score)
in favor of the follow- up administration. This indicates the ongoing effectiveness
of the program that is based on cooperative playing in reducing the social
withdrawal among kindergarten children of the experimental group.
Keywords:cooperative play-Socialskills-SocialWithdrawal-Hearingimpaired
kindergarten children.
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