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The effectiveness of a program based on pragmatic theory to
develop digital reading skills among female sixth-graders
in Riyadh
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Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the digital reading skills required by sixth-
grade female students and establish an effective program based on the
pragmatic theory to enhance these skills. To accomplish these aims, a
quasi-experimental study was conducted using descriptive, analytical, and
experimental research methods. A comprehensive list of digital reading
skills was first compiled, followed by the design of an assessment tool to
evaluate these skills. Subsequently, a pragmatic theory-driven program was
established, accompanied by a guidebook, and implemented with 25 sixth-
grade female students from a primary school in Riyadh. The study identified
key digital reading skills that need development among these students and
demonstrated the effectiveness of the pragmatic theory-based program in
fostering these skills. Based on our findings, we recommend a
reconsideration of the design of "My Beautiful Language"” courses at the
elementary level, suggesting that they be structured according to pragmatic
theoretical principles. Additionally, we advocate for the Information
Technology Department to provide smart applications and educational
technology programs to support students in developing their digital reading
skills, thereby fostering an engaging and conducive learning environment
that maximizes their learning potential.

Keywords: digital reading; pragmatic theory; educational program;
teaching linguistic skills.
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